64                                    CONCRETE   BLOCKS
A close-built mixing platform about 12 ft. x 14 ft. should be placed alongside the block machine, which must be in such a position as to make it handy to the materials, preferably close to one side of the building. The sand or gravel can then be shoveled directly onto the platform from the outside. Where a mixer is to be used, the plant can be so arranged that the materials may be placed in the mixer by machinery, or by gravity, thus doing away with practically all shoveling.
When it comes to a factory the size of which it will pay to so arrange that all mixing, tamping, etc., is done by machinery, the party interested in installing it should take sufficient time and money to investigate the subject thoroughly, and know just what he is doing. My object in this article is to give any information I can that may be of use to the man who has to start in a small way at making blocks or not be able to start at all.
In large plants an arrangement of tracks and cars will be very necessary in handling the blocks about the building and yard. Most machine companies have cars and tracks for handling and curing the blocks, and can give the best arrangement of them for handling the output of their respective machines.
The factory should be so piped that the new-made blocks can be easily and cheaply wet down with a spray of water from one or more sprinklers.
The arrangement of the yard, to facilitate the loading of the finished work, for transportation to the place where they are to be used, with roads through it at convenient intervals for driving trucks, should not be forgotten.
In most cases it will be best to make the blocks at the factory, and haul them to the place where they are to be used in the building. Yet where a large number are under consideration, at a distance from the factory, it may be profitable to make them on the site of the building to be constructed. A contract or two of this kind would save enough to purchase a tent of sufficient size for the purpose that could be used to good advantage on similar work.
Included in the plant are the shovels, hoes, etc., for mixing; the hose and piping for wetting down the blocks, etc.
Some of the various companies selling machines make a metal bottom board or pallet for making and curing the block on, and which has the advantage of not being liable to check or crack the stone as a wood pallet is apt to do, on account of the wood swelling by absorbing the moisture from the block. Should the wood pallet be kept wet and watched on account of the shrinkage from drying out, they are all right, and much cheaper.
A factory such as spoken of, with the building only high enough